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Chairperson's Report

Well this will be a short chairman's section this
time. Easter Monday was Hazel's absolute
deadline for articles for the newsletter. But
wouldn't you just know it - it was a great day and
Wendy had planned a day paddle on the Kennet &
Avon Canal. So I went paddling instead... Good
day I must say. Much better than sitting in front of
my PC trying to remember the important club
news! So take a leaf out of my book a go out
canoeing - you know you want to!

Anyway this is just a few of the major bits.

First I managed to get a grant application
submitted to Awards for All for  the club to be able
to develop touring kayaking. Something we do not
do to much of in the club these days. The touring
style of canoing can be used for longer river trips,
out at sea and people that need a bit of extra help
in going in a straight line. So we are looking
forward to hearing if we were successful on our
application. We should hear from Awards for All
within the next month.

Second is of course the work on Colt Hill
development. I think Peter Mansell and Martin
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Booth are commenting on this later in the
newsletter so my comments on this will be brief.
Many of you will have heard talk of this
development so in this and upcoming
communications we will tell you more about what
has happened so far and what this means to the
club. The key thing is the club has wanted this
development for a long time and right now we seem
to be in the best position to try to make it happen.
But - and this is a big but (not a big butt - that is a
different story...) - but - it will only happen if we get
the support of you the members. Particularly we are
looking for someone to lead / coordinate the fund-
raising. So if you are a bit of a sales expert then we
really want to hear from you - soon!

Third - you may have guessed this but I am
chairman again for another year. The AGM in
March re-elected the committee as it was at the end
of last year. A big thank you to all the committee
members and club officers for standing again and
stepping in to fill the open positions.

Fourth - Membership cards. We have membership
cards for you all this year. Let me know if you have
not received yours yet. You will get one as long as
you have paid your subscription!

Finally the summer season is almost upon us so we
will be back outside on the local canals and rivers.
So make the most of the last pool sessions and get
yourselves ready for the great outdoors on
Wednesday evenings! If not already done for the
newsletter a timetable will be sent out to you all
soon.

I am sure there is much more I should be saying but
that is it for this time - see you on the water!

John Herring

Coaching news

Summer Courses Now Taking
Bookings

Course Costs

One-to-One Coaching

If you would like either one or two star open
canoe courses please speak to me.  Courses
will be arranged if there is sufficient interest.

In order to cover the ever increasing costs of
swimming pool hire it will be necessary to
increase the costs of our courses from May to
£32.50, with a £5 reduction if you provide your
own boat for the outdoor sessions.

The BCU star test courses provide good,
progressive instruction for most improving
paddlers.  However one size does not fit all and
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we have paddlers of all abilities. Therefore we are introducing
formal one-to-one coaching as an option. This will
complement the existing star test courses and informal
coaching given freely by club coaches.

There is no fixed syllabus, venue or programme: that's up to
you.  It might include help with a particular stroke or technique
at the pool or on the Canal or perhaps coaching time on more
advanced techniques on a Club trip.  It's down to the
imagination of you and a coach. The aim is to put paddlers
needing a little help in touch with an appropriate coach. There
will be no fixed fee, though a donation of £10 per day to the
Club is suggested and you will need to agree in advance with
the coach any reasonably incurred expenses, for example
travel.

In the first instance please speak to me: we can agree what you
want and I will try to put you in touch with an appropriate
coach

Colin King Level 3 Inland Kayak Coach
Mig Partridge Trainee Level 3 Inland Kayak Coach
Russell Hill Canoe SafetyTest
John Booth Canoe SafetyTest

The progress of the project so far was covered at the AGM, but
for those who were not there and have any quieries or
suggestions, please contact one of the Colt Hill Development
team and I am sure they will be please to help.

.

Peter Mansell will have the draft plans at the QMC pool
sessions and will be seeking comments. Please speak to
Peter and make sure that you opinions are recorded.

On their website, www.s-parchitects.com, S&P describe
themselves as a practice employing over 100 staff in
London, Manchester, Nottingham and Dublin. They have
been involved in providing sports buildings for over 25
years and believe themselves to be market leaders in this
sector. They have undertaken projects from small scale
community centres to major international venues (they
have just been appointed to design the swimming pools for
the 2012 Olympics in London). All staff involved in
sporting projects are active in sport in a personal capacity
and although not a regular paddler himself, the partner we
are dealing with can handle a boat, and does so on site visits
to projects he is involved with.

Peter Mansell

Congratulations

Colt Hill

Progress

Consultation

WhoAre S&PArchitects?

Perhaps the most important bit is that S&P have a 3/5 year
framework contact from BCU to deliver their Community
Club Development Programme, with circa £2m of Sport
England funding in the current tranche, more to follow.
This was tendered, so hence their fees are circa 60%
normal commercial rates (they are expecting to do circa 30
projects, maybe more) and they have their own credibility,
and BCU's, riding on projects they take on. Whilst the
Club has a lot of work to do on formalising the “business
case”, Sport England (and other grant funders) will
recognise work coming from S&P as compliant with their
design criteria, so the case for using them, as opposed to
DIYetc., is very strong.

If you want to see their work then there are three
swimming pools nearby that they have designed:
Basingstoke Aquadrome, Tadley Swimming Pool and
Coral Reef in Bracknell.

Forthcoming Events

Sea Kayaking 2006

Trip Payments

Once again the days are getting longer and the sea calls. We
shall be running a programme of sea kayak trips this summer,
including Tuesday evening paddles on the Solent and
Southampton Water, day trips around the Solent and Dorset
including the Jurassic Coast (a World Heritage Site) and
attending theAnglesey Sea Kayak Symposium.

Mike and I are going up to the Tryweryn for the weekend.
We will be camping at a campsite close to Bala Lake. This
trip is only open to people with enough WW experience to
cope with the Tryweryn as club coaches may not be on the
trip.

For details contact Wendy Stopford (01420 489482 or email
wendy@stopford-family.co.uk)

Please wherever possible pay for trips in full (sorry no
deposits) and by cheque. If paying by cash I will issue a
receipt and only accept cash if I have the receipt book with

Anyone booking on the Summer Wye trip, please pay in
advance. The costings are worked out with a very
complicated mathematical formula involving the number of
tents, people, cars and nights stayed, and payment on the
weekend gets a little confusing. Thanks.

Peter Mansell

Wendy Stopford

Wendy Stopford

Tryweryn (June 16 -18 )th th

me.
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Sea Kayaking 2006

Tuesday Evening Paddles

Sea Kayak Day Trips

We shall be running a programme of sea kayak trips this summer,
including Tuesday evening paddles on the Solent and
Southampton Water, day trips around the Solent and Dorset
including the Jurassic Coast (a World Heritage Site) and
attending theAnglesey Sea Kayak Symposium.

The programme of Tuesday evening paddles has now
restarted and will continue until September. These are
paddles on Southampton Water and the Solent of one to two
hours duration.

You do not need a sea kayak to take part in these events but
you do need a “long” boat: magic bats, creeks and dancers
are fine, acrobats are borderline, whilst inazones and
playboats are just too short.

You need some previous flat water paddling experience and
be able to paddle in a straight line, which is not always so
easy in the wind. You will need to be able to arrange and
transport your own kayak.

Generally we meet in a prearranged car park at about 7pm
(ie leave Basingstoke at 6pm). Any trip may be cancelled or
varied at short notice so it is essential to phone me on 07810
497057 on the Monday evening before (between 8 and 9pm
please) to confirm details.

The provisional programme for May, June and July is:

Some of the day trips will be suitable for “long” general
purpose kayaks, but others will be suitable for sea kayaks
only as noted below. The Club has two sea kayaks which
may be borrowed. We are also making enquiries to try to
borrow other sea kayaks if needed.

29 April 05 May: the Anglesey Sea Kayak Symposium is
an annual gathering of sea kayakers in Holyhead with the
opportunity to hire sea kayaks, attend skills workshops, or
just experience the fantastic scenery from the sea. Paddling
can be guaranteed whatever the weather as the lee shore of
the island is never more than 20 minutes drive away.

Date Meet at Paddle towards HighWater
09 May Lee-on -Solent Gosport 22:26
16 May      Netley Hamble                               14:35
23 May      Lepe                           Gurnard (Isle Of Wight)     21:39
06 Jun Weston                        Hythe 20:42
20 Jun       Netley Hamble 20:07
27 Jun       Calshot                        Fawley 13:44
04 Jul        Swanwick                   Curbridge 18:42
18 Jul        Netley                         Hythe 18:30
26 Jul        Netley                         Hamble 01:00

Peter Mansell

5 August: Lymington to the Needles is an exciting sea
paddle with stunning scenery. On the way there and back
we will pass the tide race off Hurst Spit: it can be avoided
by keeping close to the Isle of Wight or there will be
guaranteed green waves for surfing if we paddle through
it. Sea kayaks only.

20 August: Poole to Swanage is a scenic paddle passing
Old Harry rock and some spectacular limestone cliffs.
This is a paddle for any “long” general purpose kayak and
will be open to anyone with a suitable boat.

.

2 September:  Lulworth to Swanage is one of the most
committing sections of the Jurassic Coast as there are
no landing places for 6 nautical miles between
Chapmans Pool and Swanage.  Sea kayaks only.

.

In order to agree revisions to the Constitution and
whether to proceed to a planning application for a club

house development at Colt Hill,

An
of

will be held at

Brighton Hill Scout Headquarters
Sullivan Road
Brighton Hill
Basingstoke

on
Wednesday 21 June 2006

at 7:45pm

An agenda and papers will be circulated during May.

Note change
of venue

Note
change of date

Extraordinary General Meeting

Basingstoke and Deane Canoe Club

Peter Mansell

EGM

CALLING NOTICE FOR EGM

st
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Articles

The Wye Trip (July 1999-Alton CC)

Recently I got the award for the most improved adult paddler
and it got me reminiscing about my first summer paddling trip.
So here it is:

Krista and I set off early on a sunny afternoon in July. It was
our first weekend away with the club. Eager not to get lost
(like normal) we had studied maps, phoned the AA and
pestered Nigel for directions. Amazingly, we had no problems
and we got to the Highwayman pub before anyone else!
Slowly everyone else arrived and we enjoyed a nice pub meal.
Later we arrived at Nigel's parent's house and pitched camp.
Throughout the night the sheep kept us company taking turns
to make sure we stayed awake. Rosie and her parents thought
their tent was going to be invaded!

After a few hours sleep we woke up bright and early (well
early anyway). After breakfast and much disorganisation we
got into our seven car convoy, with the sun shining and the day
looking promising. After the car shuffling we gingerly got on
to the water. It was only bubbling a little but Rosie, Krista and
had never been on moving water like this before. As the day
went on our confidence soared. We ducked as low flying
swans passed over dropping their load.

The Wye was quite low due to the recent hot weather.  It was
necessary to abandon ship (well, boat) on several occasions
where it was not deep enough.  In one such shallow area,
George appeared to have picked a good easy route round one
of the shallow patches. I followed eagerly but a tree attacked
me! My boat tipped over and I tried frantically to stay upright
(my lunch stowed within the boat being my primary concern).
Unfortunately it was not to be and capsized, but luckily my
lunch did not float away. The current was strong but held onto
my waterlogged boat as it slowly towed me down stream, and I
had to be rescued.  Neil, who had remained dry up until now
kindly offered.

Later we stopped for lunch. We picked a lovely spot, just
downstream from a couple of naturists. I'm sure they were glad
of the company. With our tummies full we set off to paddle the
rest of the way.  It was very hot so we took it easy. At the end
of the paddle we enjoyed a cool swim. After everyone had got
back and had tea we all played with the Frisbee, taking great
care not to prune Nigel's Parents roses too early. The evening
was finished off with a few candle-lit bevies at Rosie's parent's
tent.

The next morning we worked very hard to fit everything back
into the car. “Where am I going to sit”, Krista said to me. We
shuffled some cars and paddled down to Symonds Yat.

We practised braking in and out of the flow along the way.
Once at Symonds Yat we had lunch - who needs a microwave
when you can heat your pasty up over several hours in the car?
After lunch we went paddled down the rapids - I was terrified
but managed to stay upright. By the end of the afternoon Rosie

and I was a bit more confidant and had managed a bit of
ferry gliding. To round the afternoon off George, Nick, Kit,
Rosie and I tried some rafting but it fell apart as we floated
down river. An absolutely fabulous weekend - Krista and I
look forward to more.

If anyone has a tow bar on their car and is willing to help
with towing the boat trailer to the canal when Hilary is
unable to make it, please let the committee know.  Our stand
in man with the tow bar is no longer able to help due to a
busy life schedule.  One weeks notice will be given to the
lovely helper. Thanks!

For accurate weather forecasts, try www.metcheck.com. As
well as using it to find the info for where you plan to paddle
try the surf forecast by beach or the walking forecast by
mountain range.

Its been a bad winter for paddlers, no rain to fill the rivers
meant countless disappointing days on the river. You’ve got
to wonder what we did to disappoint the rain gods so much.
Next year I may try a new rain dance, or maybe just the old
one but with some clothes on!!

In the meantime I still have a yearning for moving water,
and as the my holiday for the year is used and a jaunt to the
continent is out of the question I need to find somewhere
closer to home.  Here are 3 possibilities which should be
running all summer long.

The Nene White water centre, Northampton
Man made white water course.

Its a circular course so no need to carry boats far to
do the course again and its flood lit till 9pm on a Friday so
an early escape from work can still allow for an evening
paddle.

It may have white water running through it and but its
still a concrete ditch between a main road and a DIY
warehouse!

1 hour 45 mins plus traffic time.

Tryweryn, Bala, North Wales
Dam fed class 3/4 river.
A real river with easy parking, full facilities,

campsite and plenty to keep you occupied.
It’s a trek so needs a full weekend to make the most of

it. And you have to drive round Birmingham and bad things
happen everytime I drive round Birmingham!

4 hours 45 mins plus traffic.

Wendy Stopford

Help!

Paddling Tips

Weather

Where to paddle?

Where?
What?
Good?

Bad?

Travel time?

Where?
What?
Good?

Bad?

Travel Time?
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Where?
What?
Good?
Bad?

Travel Time?

Where?
What?
Good?

Bad?

Travel time?

Holme Pier Point, Nottingham
Man made white water course
More to do and more technical that the Nene.

Still a man made ditch and an 800 metre walk from get
out to put in.

2 hours 45 mins plus traffic

The coast
Surfing
Facilities, sun tan, sand castles and letching

possibilities
Probably not much big surf and men with hankies on

their heads!
Various

The setting of this book seemed far too familiar -  had
someone on the BADCC trip last July managed to get into
print this quick?!

A group of English canoeists arrives in the Alps for a weeks
' ' The campsite has
wooden cabins, a bar and a clock tower just outside the
entrance such that at 7am

. The river alongside is at the start of the first
days paddle

but

and above the campsite

The resemblance to Landeck, the Inn and the Sanna is
uncanny.

Some characters are well drawn and easily identified within
the usual club trip. There's Adam  level 2 instructor hoping to
move up to level 3, and son Mark who is lanky and
belligerent with long hair falling on his face. Phil is a
gormless teenager, who has

Mandy
is the admin organiser, first aider, menu-planner and
photographer who's been on umpteen trips. Keith is group
leader but river leader is Clive who was

.
Recognise anyone yet?!! Ok  some of the names have
changed and individuals amalgamated or swapped but you
take my point.

The fact that Tim Parks, the author, is not a kayaker but a
novelist shows. Some of the young paddlers have not been on
white water before,

and their introduction is rather quick  they paddle
upstream to play on their first wave. The last day on the
challenging waters above the campsite is the day they take
their ' '. Some of the incidents, e.g. Vince's first
capsize for real, are dramatically written and capture the
reader but are let down by detail. Vince half rolls up, capsizes
again and bails out  any one of us could describe that with
feeling but then

Book review: A Novel by Tim ParksRapids

camping, eating and paddling together.

'everybody was woken with a wild
clanging of bells'

'plenty of interesting rapids but usually a good
space to roll up and generally relax afterwards' 'further
down [...] there are stretches where you'll have to deal with a
lot of volume' 'it's fast and wild. [...]
we might try on the last day with those of you that are up to it
[…]. The water is powerful and there's no space to breathe.'

'only done weirs n'all so I'm
hoping I'll get on something well fast and dangerous.'

'one of Keith's first
pupils years back. His thinning blond hair is shoulder length'

'I did my 3* paddler with Waterworld last
month'

4* paddler

'As his head breaks the surface, Keith is
already there with a tow-sling and a clip. And you forgot to

bang on the sides'. Sorry, but if your head is hitting rocks,
there's more white-water below and you're gasping for
breath, that is not the time for pausing to bang on the side.
And what is a tow-sling? He doesn't actually describe how
it is used, nor a throwline in another incident. But he has got
the atmosphere right;

And sometimes he is spot on; if someone had
explained in the way Clive does in the book just how
closely fitting my boat and I should be, I might have taken
more notice!

In fact, as with any novel written with an eye on the money,
sex, relationships, politics and drama on the water are
closely interwoven throughout, making it a real page turner.
My mother-in-law ordered this book as an Xmas present for
me. I read it in two late night sittings so it certainly had me
hooked but if she were to read it I'd have to reassure her
BADCC trips are not quite like Waterworld ones! I'm sure
people do fall for their 'knight in shining armour' (or should
that be 'in yellow plastic?) who rescues them whether he (or
she) be 15 or 50. But this old swimmer retired to her tent
alone each night to minister to her bruises  not to get any
more! On reflection though, I've been to 3 BADCC
weddings now so maybe there's more to club trips than this
old lady realises?

If anyone wants a quick read you can borrow the book from
me, Hilary, just ask.

Tall, slender and young water craft would like to meet tall,
slim companion with big blades and long shaft after
tragically loosing long term partner in an unfortunate
accident.

Please call my owner, Rosie Dicks, on 01256 356493.

After the Upper Wye weekend in March we collected a few
items of lost property from the camping barn.  One item in
particular is a black fleece hat.

Please contact Wendy if you think your missing anything
from that weekend. We didn't find any marbles or money!

'Suddenly alone, the river's horizon
comes to meet you. There's a certain glassiness to it and as
the roar swells the water grows more compact, it pulls more
earnestly. The mountains, around and above are quite still.
Already you are past the point of no return. You must choose
your line.'

Hilary Booth

Lonely Boat Hearts Club

Lost Property
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For Sale

Men’s Wetsuit

Gully Annual Sale - On now!

Red Wavesport Big EZ kayak

Men’s Wetsuit

Large mens 3/4 length Long John style wetsuit. £15.

The Gully’s are selling some of their kit....  If you are
interested to see what they are selling, look at the contacts
page for details on how to contact them.

Only one year old and is in very good condition.  It comes
complete with the manufacturers full padding kit and
instructions, adjustable backrest and full moulded white
water footrest.  £450 ono.

Large  mens wetsuit. £15.

(Rob 01256 356493)

Good Condition -
£60

Contact Alan Price on 07879646487

(Jack Holdcroft   Mob: 07737 737068
Email: Jack_Holdcroft2000@yahoo.co.uk)

(James 01865 202029)

Fibreglass Slalom Kayak For Sale
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For more up to date information on events and activities visit the website at http:\\diary.badpaddlers.org

01256 780334Peter MansellAustrian/French
Alps

Grade 3/4Alps 200716th June - 1st
July 2007

01420 489482Wendy StopfordWalesSlightly moving
& Rapids

Summer Wye14th - 16th July
2006

01256 780334Peter MansellAngleseySymposium and
kayaking

Anglesey Sea
Kayak Symposium

29th April - 5th
May 2006

01256 780334Peter MansellPoole HarbourSea3* Paddle22nd April 2006

Activity/EventDate Activity/Event
Type

Location Contact Telephone

Event and Activity Diary

01256 780334Peter MansellSouth CoastSea KayakingLymington to the
Needles

5th August 2006

01256 780334Peter MansellSouth Coast
/Dorset

Sea KayakingPoole to
Swanage

20th August
2006

01420 489482Wendy StopfordWest Coast -
River Severn

FlatishRiver Severn11th - 13th
August 2006

01256 780334Janella MansellSouth WalesGrade 2/3Usk Weekend17th - 19th
November 2006

01256 780334Peter MansellRiver ThamesTraining /
Slightly moving

2* / 3* Paddle, St.
Patrick’s Stream

13th May 2006

01256 780334Peter MansellSouth Coast /
Dorset

Sea KayakingLulworth to
Swanage

2nd September
2006

01420 489482Wendy StopfordCornwall / DevonGrade 2Tamar / Dart20th - 22nd
October 2006

01256 780334Janella MansellCornwall / DevonGrade 2/3Barle Weekend23rd - 25th
February 2007

See contacts
page

CommitteeNewburySlightly moving
& slalom poles

Newbury Canal7th June 2006

See contacts
page

CommitteeNewburySlightly moving
& slalom poles

Newbury Canal5th July 2006

See contacts
page

CommitteeNewburySlightly moving
& slalom poles

Newbury Canal2nd August
2006

See contacts
page

Colt Hill
Development Team

Brighton Hill Scout
Hut

Meeting to discuss
Colt Hill Options

Colt Hill EGM21st June 2006
7.45pm



Junior Liason

Tel: 01256 356493

Rosie Dicks

Committee Member

Trainee Level 3 Coach
Surf Contact

Tel: 01256 351482

Email:
karen.gulley@virgin.net

Karen Gulley

Committee Member

Trainee Level 3 Coach
Co Pool Coordinator

Colin Cable

Committee Member

Tel : 01256 470168

Jason Cartwright

Committee Member

Level 3 Coach

Top Club

Colt Hill Development

Sea Kayaking Development

Tel: 01256 780334

Email: janellaandpeter@gmail.comPeter Mansell

Treasurer

143 South Ham Road

Basingstoke

Email:
sarahlockery@yahoo.co.uk

Sarah Lockery

Secretary

Publicity

Newsletter

Diary

Tel: 01256 881338

Email:
Hazel.Rutland@mottmac.com

Hazel Rutland

Chairman

Web editor

Colt Hill Development

Tel: 01256 333024

Email:

john.herring@btinternet.com

John Herring

Committee Members
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Summer Equipment

Booking

(Colt Hill / Newbury)

Backup to Hilary Booth
(Person with tow-bar!)

Tel:Any Volunteers?!

Trip Organiser

Tel: 01420 489482

Email:

kayakrage@yahoo.co.uk

Wendy Stopford

Polo

Email:

Trainee Level 2 Coach

rob_dicks@hotmail.com

Rob Dicks

Playboating

(And committee member)

Email :

mike.hill@homecall.co.uk
Russell Hill

Pool Co-ordinator

Level 3 Coach
Coaching Sub-Committee

Simon Mason

Equipment Officer

Tel: 01256 893519

Email:
hilary.booth@diabolofosho.co.uk

Hilary Booth

Child Protection Officer

Safety Officer

Level 3 Coach
Trustee

Tel: 07881 465666

Email:
bruce.simmonds@hants.gov.uk

Bruce Simmonds

Janella Mansell

Child Protection Officer

Level 3 Coach

Coaching Coordinator

First Aid

Tel: 01256 780334

Email: janellaandpeter@gmail.com

Membership

7 Woodside Close
Bordon,

Hampshire, GU35 0HE

Tel: 01420 489 482

Email:
kayakrage@yahoo.co.ukMike Stopford
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Other Key Club Contacts
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Spot the Difference

There are 7 difference in the drawings below.  How many can you find?



The Newsletter of Basingstoke and Dean Canoe Club www.badpaddlers.org

Page 11April 2006

Swimmers League – White Water Season 05-06 – Final Standings

A snowy weekend deterred many paddlers, but the dedicated few who drove to the Tryweryn put in an
excellent performance. Diving in and throwing away kit ensued in order to increase league positions.
Despite their efforts the Cartwright cartel’s grip on the title couldn’t be loosened, crowning Jason
Cartwright as this year’s champion and leaving Colin King wallowing in shame as looser of the year.
The league is currently looking into swimming lessons for Colin.

Special mention to Colin Cable whose late performances elevated him to within touching distance of
the title, proving that even those with coaching qualifications can achieve the ultimate glory.

(T) Tamar, (DL) Dart Loop, (LD) Lower Dart. FTS – Failed to Swim, (SS) Saunton
Sands, (E) Exe, (TR) Tryweryn.


